
BIOLOGY
Course Overview
Biology is central to dealing with the most important issues facing the world today, 

including environmental problems, health and disease, food production and the 

benefits and hazards of new genetic technologies. It enables individuals to know and 

understand more about living organisms and the workings of the body.

The aim of the course is to allow students to develop their interest in and enthusiasm 

for biology, including developing an interest in further study and careers in biology. 

This will include gaining essential knowledge and an understanding of different areas 

of Biology and how they relate to each other.

Students on the course will be able to appreciate how society makes decisions about 

scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy and 

society. Whilst at the same time, through practical exercises and the study of past key 

experiments, students will develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills, 

knowledge and understanding of how science works.

A Level 
Course Outline 
Examination 100%

Biological Process exam – 2 

Hours 15 Minutes

Biological Diversity Exam – 2 

Hours 15 Minutes

Unified Biology Exam – 1 Hour 30 

Minutes

Exam Board
OCR - Biology A

Entry Requirements 
• A minimum of five GCSEs 

(with two at grade 6, and 

three at grade 4) including at 

least two 6s in Science.

• English GCSE grades should 

be a minimum of a grade 5.

• Maths GCSE grades should 

be a minimum of a grade 6.

• Minimum GCSE score of 6.0.

Employability
Engineering is a national priority 

for skills development and a key 

priority in the West Midlands. 

This course will prepare students 

well for University courses in 

engineering and related subjects 

and also for higher and degree 

apprenticeships. 

Teaching Methods
Teaching methods vary depending on the topic but students are always encouraged to 

be hands-on and independent in their learning.  Pre-reading of a topic at home is the 

starting point then in-class activities focus on discussion, understanding theory and 

practical work. 

Course Activities
Course books are available and students are encouraged to read these in their own 

time and also to keep up to date with 

scientific developments in the news.

Students have access to Kerboodle which includes a digital textbook as well as 

interactive quizzes, videos and 

animations. Biology is a good subject to study alongside: Chemistry, Psychology, 

Physics, Maths and Health & Social Care.

Components of Course
Module 01: Development of practical skills in Biology

Module 02: Foundations in Biology

Module 03: Exchange and Transport

Module 04: Biodiversity, evolution and disease

Module 05: Communication, homeostasis and energy

Module 06: Genetics, evolution and ecosystems

Practical skills will be assessed in a written examination and through a practical 

endorsement. 

Cadbury Sixth Form College
Downland Close, 
Kings Norton
Birmingham
B38 8QT

Telephone: 0121 458 3898
Email: enquiries@cadcol.ac.uk
Website: www.cadcol.ac.uk

cadbury sixth  
form  college


