
ENGLISH LITERATURE
Course Overview

A Level English Literature is a two-year course which explores how authors view and 

write about the world. If you enjoy reading, it offers the opportunity to develop your 

interests and analytical skills.

A Level Course Outline 

Examination 80%

Coursework 20%

Exam Board

AQA

(English Literature Option B)

Entry Requirements 

A minimum of five GCSEs, two at 

grade 6 and three at grade 4. 

GCSE English Language and 

GCSE English Literature 

at grade 5.

You should have a love of reading 

widely and independently.

Student Testimonial

“English Literature has been 

one of my favourite courses this 

year. At first I struggled but the 

teachers are all so helpful that I 

quickly knew exactly what I had 

to do to get the grades I wanted. 

This course has definitely 

increased my love of Literature 

as well as my knowledge”

Matthias Kappers 

Teaching Methods

You will experience a range of teaching 

and learning methods, including 

class discussions, group and paired 

activity, independent analysis, use of IT 

including PowerPoint and Moodle, and 

visits to the theatre. 

Course Activities

Visiting theatre companies, plays and 

productions, DVDs and use of IT.

Course Components

Paper 1: Aspects of Tragedy

You will study:

• One compulsory Shakespeare text (either Othello or King Lear).

• A collection of Poetry

• A modern play text

Paper 2: Elements of Crime Writing 

You will study:

• Unseen Crime Fiction – Drama, Prose and Poetry

• Further study of a major poet and a modern novel

Assessment

A series of internal essay-based assessments and an end of year mock examination. 

Coursework 20%

You will produce a 3,000 word folder based on texts of your own choice using different 

critical approaches.

Examination 80%
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